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ABSTRACT
Counterterrorism efforts are often state-centric, exclusionary and failing to utilize the immense resources commanded by sub-state actors who possess more credibility, especially trust than state actors. This realisation has fuelled the search for solutions beyond state actors.  Consequently, a whole-of-society approach is promoted as the most effective strategy in terrorism studies, resulting in an increasing recognition of non-state actors such as civil society organizations, media and the community. Ghana’s policy on terrorism, known as the National Framework for Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism and Terrorism, was designed in 2019 on the principles of whole-of government and whole-of society approaches. The policy tasked non–state actors to provide education that counters terrorist narratives in order to prevent terrorism. However, the state of terrorism education in Ghana, including community knowledge, as well as the experiences of the media and civil society organizations remain largely underexplored. This study, situated within the interpretive philosophy, and grounded in constructivism and securitization theories, examined the multiple perspectives and experiences of selected sub-state actors to identify existing knowledge gaps, experiences and challenges in terrorism education and their implication for policy making in Ghana. The study used a sample of 192 community participants from 8 towns, 15 media personnel and key officials of selected CSOs in terrorism education. Specifically, the study sought to find out prevailing understanding or constructions of terrorism, the state of media education on terrorism, the perceived roles and experiences of the media and CSOs as well as the challenges confronting terrorism education. The findings showed that although community awareness of terrorism was high, community knowledge was low. The community and media participants did not appreciate the level of Ghana’s vulnerability to terrorism threats. Media personnel wanted the resources committed to terrorism education diverted into infrastructure and health. Additionally, a whole-of-media approach to terrorism education was missing resulting in inadequate knowledge transfer within the media organizations. Challenges confronting CSOs included unstable funding, lack of qualified personnel and government support, competition and duplication of efforts and audience apathy. The study recommends among others, the promotion of a whole-of-media approach, curriculum integration in the policy and the establishment of implementation benchmarks such as funding and support for sub state actors in terrorism education. In addition, optimal terrorism education requires contextual approaches or solutions.



