ABSTRACT
In the contemporary Ghanaian educational landscape, the quality of academic achievement among Senior High School (SHS) students has become a focal point of concern for policymakers, academics, and industry stakeholders. This discourse centers primarily on the quality of passes in core subjects during the Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination (SSSCE) and the West African Senior Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE)—thresholds critical for progression to tertiary education. Central to improving these outcomes is the construct of student engagement, theorized as a pivotal mechanism for narrowing achievement gaps and mitigating student failure.
This study adopted a quantitative paradigm and a cross-sectional research design to investigate the nature of student engagement within Ghana’s public SHSs and its subsequent impact on academic achievement. The findings reveal that student engagement is a multidimensional, three-factor construct comprising cognitive, emotional, and behavioural dimensions. Results indicate that cognitive engagement is the most prevalent dimension among students, followed by emotional and behavioural engagement.
Statistical analysis demonstrated a significant positive correlation between internal and external assessments (r = 0.533, p < 0.05), validating the premise that engagement serves as a definitive pathway to academic success. Conversely, a significant negative correlation was observed between direct and indirect involvement (r = -0.549, p < 0.05), highlighting a disparity between students' demonstrated actions and their perceived involvement. Institutional variations were also evident: students in Category A schools exhibited higher behavioural and affective involvement linked to superior resource provision, whereas students in Category C schools demonstrated heightened cognitive involvement characterized by self-regulation and persistence.
Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) supported a second-order model, affirming the multidimensionality of the engagement construct. The study concludes that student engagement is context-dependent and a robust predictor of academic performance. Consequently, this research offers strategic frameworks for educational practitioners and policymakers to enhance learning outcomes and systemic efficacy within the Ghanaian secondary education sector.


