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ABSTRACT
This study analyzes the rhetorical strategies employed by John Dramani Mahama and Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo during Ghana's 2016 presidential election, with a focus on how each candidate impacted voter perception and engagement. This study examines the candidates' usage of ethos, pathos, and logos in addition to acclaims, attacks and defences using a qualitative content analysis research approach. It accomplishes this by referencing the theories of rhetorical discourse analysis and the functional theory of political campaign speech. The findings demonstrate that Mahama frequently employed ethos-driven arguments to establish his authority, emphasizing his accomplishments and governmental background. By promising an economic recovery, Akufo-Addo, on the other hand, used pathos extensively to motivate followers and encourage optimism. Both candidates employed acclaim to highlight their achievements, attacks to assess each other's performance, and defences to address grievances in order to establish a direct and dynamic struggle that shaped the campaign's persuasive terrain. By demonstrating how campaigns founded on empathy and sincerity can significantly impact voter trust and decision, the study highlights the importance of a well-rounded rhetorical strategy. The recommendations suggest that future campaigns in Ghana could benefit from intentionally changing the discourse in response to voter impressions and leveraging digital media to reach a larger audience. This study provides knowledge of how political discourse influences electoral outcomes in Ghana and offers insights into persuasive rhetorical strategies for fostering democracies.

