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ABSTRACT
Infertility is an increasing concern in Ghana, having immense psychological and psychosocial effects on couples and individuals, particularly within the Akan community. In the Abraham cycle (Genesis 12 – 22), infertility was a major impediment to the fulfilment of YHWH’s promise of progeny for Abraham and Sarah. In both biblical and Akan contexts, couples employ measures to address infertility and end their plight. These efforts reflect a deep societal value placed on procreation, often linking fruitfulness to divine favour. Consequently, childlessness is viewed as a communal and even theological crisis. 
Against this background, this study examines the experience of childlessness within the Abrahamic narrative cycle and its implications for Akan Christian infertile couples. The research employed the three-step communicative approach to African biblical interpretation. The exegesis of reality explored the Akan worldview of infertility, studying the Akan Christian understanding of infertility and examining how the Akan Christian community has responded to the problem of ‌infertility. The second step, the exegesis of text, offered an African biblical interpretation of the childlessness narratives within the Abrahamic cycle (Genesis 12-22). The last step, the engagement of reality and text, was a dialogical engagement that examined the Akan Christian and cultural preunderstanding of infertility and offered new ways of viewing childlessness that lead to transformation. 
Major findings are that for Akan Christians, childlessness carries significant social and emotional weight, often leading to marital distress and societal stigma, with substantial pressure and hurtful comments originating from within church communities. While medical interventions are sought, spiritual explanations, including supernatural attributions and blame, remain prevalent. 
The study further found that the Abrahamic narrative uses infertility as a central structural element. It employed doublets, recurring motifs of flawed human sight versus redemptive divine sight, and name changes to demonstrate that the resolution of infertility is a matter of YHWH’s sovereignty and intervention. The theological reflection confirms that fertility is a divine gift and a form of blessing articulated within a faithful relationship with YHWH, ultimately transforming Abraham and Sarah’s struggle into a journey of personal transformation rooted in righteousness and justice. 
Through the engagement between the Abraham narrative and the Akan reader’s preunderstanding, the study reveals resonance in viewing childlessness as a societal and spiritual misfortune. A key divergence arises in Akan reliance on “interventionist theologies” versus the Abraham cycle’s emphasis on God’s sovereignty and care even for the marginalised. Ultimately, it proposes a transformative framework for Akan Christian communities, reframing childlessness as a vocation that fosters spiritual growth, emphasises a deeper relationship with God, and broadens conceptions of parenthood and legacy beyond biological offspring, thereby promoting compassion and inclusivity.
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