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Title: Cocoa Farmers and the Development of Nationalist Movements in Ghana, 1940-1966

ABSTRACT:

This dissertation examines the impact that Ghanaian cocoa farmers had on the political and economic agenda for independence and its subsequent implementation in the early years of independence, with a particular focus on the role that these farmers played in the anticolonial struggles and the development of nationalist movements. Significant to this thesis are the processes that embody the interests and relationships between classes of cocoa farmers and political parties towards the development of nationalism. The study’s fundamental argument is that nationalism and the development of nationalist movements emerge from the collective efforts of the masses. Their protests, demonstrations and other forms of social mobilisations, catalyse political action and activism. Analysing these forms of political actions, the study emphasises the complexities underlying the processes and impact on the development of the state as well as on groups particularly cocoa farmer cooperative organisations. Mediated by the state and political actors, these forms of political actions which are targeted at shaping public policy, influencing government actions, and promoting social and political change for the purposes of advancing economic interests and nationalist tendencies, tend to produce avenues that were conducive to exploitation, class conflicts, appropriation of surplus revenue, and the pursuit of indefinite interests. Pursuant to the central thesis argument, the main research question explores the influence of cocoa farmers in the development of nationalist movements in the Gold Coast and examines the extent to which these movements reflected the demands and aspirations of farmers. In furtherance, I explore the relationship between economic organisation and political party actors towards the development of nationalist movements and emphasise the processes that shape politics, economic interests, economic resource bases, and economic policy. This research employs a historical approach and the theoretical foundations of class to explore the underlying complexities that characterise the development of nationalist Movements, and the struggle for independence in Ghana. The study focuses on the tensions between two main nationalist parties in Ghana, and the organisation of farmers, concerned with protecting their economic interests. This underscores the significance of economic relations and economic interests in society, class differentiation and social formation, political alliances, political mobilisation, power relations and economic exploitation to the discourse on nationalism. The study contributes to the discourses on nationalist movements and highlights the challenges within current civil society studies that do not consider the class base of these organisations which emerged from the social differentiation within the farming population between small farmers fighting against debt and expropriation, wealthy farmer traders whose interests lie in capturing the internal trade in cocoa, and chiefs who sought to maintain their dominance and authority. These led to the emergence of various associations. The efforts of the CPP and the NLM in mobilising the farmers against colonial rule led to their control of these associations which also sparked conflicts between the parties based on ideological positions, and further divided the interests of the farmers and their aspirations for a cocoa sector free of exploitation. Although efforts were made to build a relationship between the CPP and cocoa farmers, there were inherent tensions within the organisational structure of the cooperative movement, opposition towards the principles of socialism by farmer-trader class who were also businessmen, and the leadership of both the CPP and the UGFC which impacted the effectiveness of political mobilisation for independence and self-government. This gave rise to the problems of social inequalities that continued to characterise the cocoa trade based on the differentiated cocoa farmers and their interests.
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