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ABSTRACT
This study examined the refugee question in Uganda, tracing the changes and continuities that have occurred over time from 1942 to 2010. It is argued that refugees in Uganda influenced both internal and external political decisions that necessitated a historical examination, owing to the transcontinental and diverse African refugee origins from the colonial to the post-colonial period. The study traced the arrival and settlement of successive waves of Polish refugees in Uganda during World War II, the racial question, and the departure of the Polish refugees. A discussion is made on the arrival of successive waves of refugees from neighbouring African countries to Uganda. The thesis made a critical stock-taking of refugee policies in Uganda in the study period. It was argued that the history of refugees in Uganda needed to be written because of the scantness of historicised work in the area, despite Uganda's global influence on refugee history. Whereas extant research existed on refugees globally, no current research, in particular, had extensively historicised the topic of Ugandan refugees for decades. The study was guided by the qualitative historical research methodology. Research data was sourced from two primary sources, namely archival sources and oral interviews using open-ended in-depth interview questions. These primary sources were complemented by extant literature from secondary data sources. The sample size of the study was sixteen respondents who were purposively selected. The collected data were arranged and analysed using a thematic research approach.

The study revealed that the first set of refugees that arrived in Uganda were Europeans from Poland in 1942, owing to World War II. They were settled at Nyabweya in Masindi, Western Uganda, and the Koja in Mukono, Central Uganda, along the shores of Lake Victoria. Both locations were geographically distant from the host communities, reinforcing the residential segregation policy that is typical of the British colonial authorities. The second set of refugees were Africans on the continent who had been pushed from their countries by wars and political instability. In 1959, Uganda received the first wave of Rwandan refugees triggered by the 1959 Rwandan Revolution, resulting from violence between the Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups. The British received them and settled them in Orucinga and Nakivaale refugee settlements in Southwestern Uganda. The second and third waves occurred in 1962 and 1964, respectively, following the election of a Hutu, Grégoire Kayibanda. Political crises in Sudan triggered by the Anyanya I and II Civil War caused the flow of refugees into Uganda from 1959 to 1989. The civil war in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in 1959 and 1960s made thousands of refugees flee to Uganda.

The study’s findings revealed that the British residential segregation policy to uphold the so-called European racial superiority could not hold in colonial Uganda. Sexual encounters were reported between African and Polish refugee women in the Nyabweya camp in Masindi and the Koja camp settlement near Lake Victoria. It was established that the influx of refugees from neighbouring African countries to Uganda was caused by political crises and that the settlement of refugees was largely influenced by cross-border kinship ties. The Rwandese, Congolese, and Sudanese refugees significantly influenced Uganda's political history in the post-colony period in the sense that these refugees became part of Uganda on either a permanent or temporary basis as provided for by the law but they still maintained connections with their home base and were sometimes responsible for cross-border raids with political correlation which strained the relationship between Uganda and its neighbours.

The study showed that Uganda's refugee management stood in its unique historical space due to the country’s much-lauded open-door refugee policy, which is innovative, progressive and Pan-African. The findings revealed that although Uganda's legal instruments, including the 1995 Constitution, the Refugees Act of 2006, and the Regulations of 2010, protected refugees' rights in camp settings, a gap existed regarding refugees in urban settings. The standard for evaluating state compliance with international and regional refugee rules regarding urban refugees remained unclear. Urban refugees faced unique challenges that were not encountered by those residing in camps and settlements. Refugees in camps and settlements were provided with essentials like shelter, food, and water, while those in urban areas were assumed to be self-reliant. The thesis contends that a review of the progressive legal framework was necessary to consider the dynamics faced by the urban refugees. The study demonstrated how Ugandan political regimes of Obote, Amin, and Museveni utilised refugees to consolidate their political power.
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