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University of Ghana

Sponsored Research Agreement

This Sponsored Research Agreement is made this [Insert day] of [Insert Month and Year] between the University of Ghana acting through its [Insert name of Department/ School/ College/ Institute] of P.O.Box LG25, Legon, Accra, of the one part, which expression shall, where the context so admits or requires, includes its successors in title and assignees of the one part (hereinafter referred to as “UG”) and 
[Insert name of Sponsor] whose registered address is at P.O.Box [Insert Postal Address], which expression shall, where the context so admits or requires, includes its successors in title and assignees of the one part (hereinafter referred to as the “Sponsor”) of the other part.   
Either UG or Sponsor shall be known as the Party or collectively as the Parties.       
Purpose:    
The Sponsor wishes to support research of [Insert name of Principal Investigator, Department and School] in [Insert the specific area of Research] as Specified in the Statement of Work and attached hereto as Appendix 1, in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. UG wishes to conduct research in line with its mission of creating an enabling environment that makes it a centre of attraction for cutting edge research as well as high quality teaching and learning. 
In consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, the Parties hereto agree as follows; 

1. Definitions:
Confidential Information shall mean 
a) Research findings, proprietary information, technical information provided by one Party to the other or disclosed to a third Party, which is clearly marked as confidential at the time of transmittal, or given under an expressed or implied commitment of confidence. 
b) With respect to information which is disclosed visually or orally, any information that the Provider of his duly authorised representative informed the Recipient at the time of disclosure was disclosed in confidence. In this case, the Provider shall confirm in writing such disclosures as Confidential within seven (7) days of such disclosure to the Recipient.
c) Any confidential, proprietary or non-public information irrespective of the manner in which the information is stored, exchanged or delivered between the Parties, prior to, on or after the date of this Agreement in relation to the Purpose. 

d) Any copy (in print format, electronic embodiments, etc.) of the Confidential Information. 

Intellectual Property shall mean inventions (patentable or non-patentable), trade secrets, copyrights, scientific works, industrial designs, trademarks, commercial names and designations, know how, Confidential Information, tangible Research Results and property as well as other materials protected by law.  

Background Intellectual property shall mean any Intellectual Property owned by an Employee or Student independently or prior to the commencement of research and which is used in the course of performing the research.
Arising intellectual property shall mean intellectual property generated during the course of this sponsored research project.  
Principal Investigator shall refer to [Insert name of Principal Investigator and Department/ Institute/ Centre] who has agreed to serve as the investigator for the Sponsored Research and shall be responsible for the conduct, management and administration of the said Research. 
Research Results represents all information and data generated in the performance of the Sponsored Research during the term of this Agreement. 
2. Period of Performance: 
The research will commence on [indicate start date] and terminate on or before [indicate end date]                                          and may be renewed or extended at the request of either Party.  
3. Project Costs:
The Sponsor shall pay UG all costs [direct and indirect] incurred in undertaking the research. The Sponsor shall not be liable for any payment in excess of the budgeted project costs unless such excess is formally approved by the Sponsor prior to its occurrence. 

4. Allocation of Funds:
Funds provided by the Sponsor shall be allocated in a reasonably consistent way with the research budget, unless adjustment in the allocation is necessary in order to achieve the goals of the research project. 
5. Research Fee:
In consideration of the research work to be undertaken, the Sponsor shall pay UG the sum of [indicate amount] 

in accordance with the research budget. Payment shall be made according to the following schedule;
i. 40% upon signing of this Agreement;

ii. 40% upon submission of the first progress report;

iii. 20% upon submission of the final research report.

6. Payment:
Payment shall be made by electronic wire or money transfer to The External Funds Account of The University of Ghana, Legon, Accra. 
7. Independent Service Provider:
UG shall conduct all research as an independent service provider and shall have complete and exclusive authority and responsibility with respect to the means and method of conducting such research. 

8. Project Representative:
8.1 UG shall agree with the Sponsor and assign another researcher to the research project to serve as the Principal Investigator in the event that the primary Principal Investigator becomes unavailable to UG for any reason. 

8.2 The Sponsor may elect a project representative(s) to consult periodically with the Principal Investigator for the term of this Agreement. The Sponsor shall notify UG in writing of such appointment as well as its desire to change the appointment made at least four (4) weeks prior to the intended change. Any risk and / or expense incurred by participating representative(s) of the Sponsor shall be the sole responsibility of the Sponsor.

9. Equipment and Property:
Title to equipment and property purchased by UG under this Agreement will be and remain with UG even after completion or termination of the Agreement, (unless otherwise explicitly provided in the Statement of Work.)
10. University Resources:
UG may grant access to, or provide facilities, equipment and/or materials for execution of the project. The use of UG’s resources by representatives of the Sponsor shall be entirely at the Sponsor’s risk. The Sponsor comprehends and agrees that UG’s resources may be used only with the prior written approval of the Principal Investigator or by individuals approved by him in advance. Under such circumstances, the Sponsor’s representatives would be provided with documentation of appropriate instruction in laboratory procedures and equipment operation. 
Sponsor’s representatives will adhere to all UG’s safety regulations and regulatory requirements governing the use of laboratory and waste removal in all instances. It is explicitly agreed that there will be no use of radioactive materials by the Sponsor’s representatives.  Restricted materials may be used only with the prior written consent of the PI and only under conditions that fully comply with UG’s regulations. UG shall not be liable for interruption or failure of equipment, utilities or other resources of the University.   
11. Reports: 

11.1 Research Reports: UG shall provide the Sponsor with written progress reports on the research at least once in each calendar year. UG shall provide a final report indicating the accomplishment and significant research findings to the Sponsor within sixty (60) days upon the expiration of this Agreement.  
       11.2 Financial Report: UG shall prepare and deliver an account of receipts and expenditures to the Sponsor at least once each calendar year and at the end of the Research. 
12. Ownership of Intellectual Property: 
12.1 Ownership of Intellectual Property resulting from the Sponsored Research would be determined on a case by case basis and agreed to in writing between the Parties. 
12.2 Any background intellectual property owned or controlled by a Party prior to this Agreement and used in connection with this project shall remain the property of the Party introducing same. 
12.3 Each Party grants the other a royalty-free, non-exclusive license to use its Background Intellectual Property for the sole purpose of this project for the duration of the project. No Party shall grant a sub-license over and in respect of the other Party’s intellectual property. 
12.4 Any new invention or discovery emanating from the research shall be promptly disclosed by the Principal Investigator to the Technology Development and Transfer Centre in accordance with UG’s policies and practices, thereby creating a “Disclosure”. UG shall notify any such Disclosure in writing to the Sponsor within thirty (30) days.   
12.5 The Parties shall mutually agree and in writing, which Party would take the lead in preparation, prosecution and development of any Intellectual Property generated in the course of this Project.
12.6 The cost sharing associated with the preparation, prosecution and development of any Intellectual Property shall be mutually agreed in writing by the Parties. 
12.7 Copyright in materials, including computer software, created or fixed in a tangible medium of expression in the performance of work under this Agreement shall vest in UG. UG hereby grants the Sponsor a non-exclusive, royalty-free, non-transferable right to copy and distribute research reports provided to Sponsor under this Agreement following the protection of any proprietary or sensitive information contained in the research report. 
12.8 The Sponsor shall not alter the said research reports without obtaining the prior written permission of UG. 
12.9 Each Party hereby grants the other an irrevocable, non-transferable, royalty-free right to use all Arising Intellectual property generated from this Project for its own academic and research purposes only. 
Ownership of Research Data 

13.1 Research data shall be jointly owned by the Parties. Either Party shall have a right to use the research data for its research and / or teaching purposes only. 
13.2 UG shall have unrestricted access to all data obtained or collected in connection with this Agreement for its research and teaching purposes even after the end of this project. 
The use of Arising Intellectual Property and / or research data for commercial purposes by either Party shall be subject to the payment of royalties at a rate to be agreed by the Parties.

14. Confidentiality:
The Parties shall not reveal any research results created under this Agreement prior to public disclosure except for the acquisition of IP rights. Recipients of Confidential Information agree to employ all reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality of the information, such efforts to be no less than the degree of care used by the recipient to maintain and protect its own Confidential Information. 

All faculty, students and employees of UG as well as representatives and employees of the Sponsor who have access to Research Results under this Agreement shall be subject to this confidentiality commitment. This confidentiality obligation shall remain in effect during the period of this Agreement and five (5) years thereafter.  
A Party’s obligations to confidentiality shall not apply with respect to confidential information:
14.1 Which can be established from written records as already known to one Party or provided to the said Party by other sources or third parties not subject to any commitment of confidentiality prior to the disclosure; or
14.2 In the public domain by use and/ or publication or which subsequently enters the public domain without fault on the part of the Party receiving the information; or 
14.3 Developed independently by the recipient without reference to any Confidential Information received from the Provider; or
14.4 Obtained by a Party from the other Party which is not under any commitment to maintain such information or material confidential; or 
14.5 That the recipient is required by law to disclose to a court of competent jurisdiction or any competent authority.

15. Publication:
15.1 UG shall be at liberty to use the results of the Sponsored Research for its own research, teaching, educational, clinical and publication purposes devoid of the payment of royalties or other fees to the Sponsor.
15.2 UG shall have the right to publish and disseminate information derived from the Sponsored Research. UG shall furnish the Sponsor with a copy of any intended publication for review at least forty-five (45) days in advance of the intended publication date. 
15.3 The Sponsor may request UG in writing to delay publication of identified portions or the entire publication and may request for up to an additional forty-five (45) days in order to protect any proprietary information it has identified. Such delay shall not be imposed on the publication of 
any student thesis. Both Parties shall have the right to refuse to accept any proprietary data   offered to it by the other.
15.4    In the event that the Sponsor fails to provide a response after the initial or extended timeline, it would be deduced conclusively that the publication can proceed without delay. 
16. Force Majeure:

No Party shall be liable for its failure to perform its obligations under this Agreement if the failure results from events beyond the reasonable control of any of the Parties.  For the purpose of this Agreement, such events shall include, but not necessarily limited to acts of God or other catastrophes, strikes, lock-outs or other labour disputes, civil disturbances, actions or inactions of government authorities or suppliers, embargoes, epidemics.
17. Governing Law:
This Agreement is construed and governed by the laws of the Republic of Ghana with regard to its conflict of law provisions. The Courts of Ghana will have non-exclusive jurisdiction to deal with any dispute arising or may arise out of, or in connection with this Agreement. 
18. Entire Agreement: 

This Agreement represents the entire agreement of both Parties. It supersedes all previous agreements between the Parties regarding the Purpose. 
19. Severance:
If any provision of this Agreement is found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall have no effect on the remaining provisions of this Agreement. 
20. Notice:
All notices given under this Agreement shall be in writing, hand delivered, emailed, sent by facsimile or certified mail, addressed to the Parties as follows;

As to the University: 




    
     As to Sponsor
The Pro-Vice Chancellor

Research, Innovation and Development 



  [Provide Details]
University of Ghana

P.O.Box LG 571
Legon – Accra

Ghana

Email: pro-vc-orid@ug.edu.gh
Telephone:+233 302 522 830
Fax:   +233 302 522 860
21. Modification:
This Agreement can be modified only with the mutual consent of the Parties. Any such modification must be in the form of a written amendment and subscribed by the Parties hereto.

22. Indemnity:

Each Party hereby agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the other Party from any claims, damages, costs, losses or expenses resulting from this Agreement provided that such claims, damages, costs, losses or expense resulting in part or in whole from the negligence of the Party concerned.
23. Termination:
This Agreement shall be terminated upon completion of the Project. Nonetheless, either Party may terminate the Agreement citing reasons for the termination. Termination shall be effected by delivery of written notice specifying the date upon which such termination shall become effective to the other Party at least sixty (60) days prior to the effective date of such termination. 

In the event of termination of this Agreement prior to project completion, UG shall refund any funds received from the Sponsor pursuant to the Agreement, except for funds that have been used or will be required to fulfill existing commitments at the time the notice of termination is received which cannot be annulled. UG shall be entitled to retain the balance of the research fee in the event of termination by the Sponsor. 

24. Entry into Force:
This Agreement shall in signed in duplicates, each of which shall be considered an original and both of which duly executed represent one entire document, and shall enter into force on the date on which it is duly signed by the Parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement in duplicate as duly executed by their respective authorised representatives who hereunto set their hand.
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE 



    FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GHANA 



    
     [INSERT NAME OF SPONSOR]
Name: …………………………………………   
                   Name:………………………………………

Position:………………………………………                       Position:……………………………………

Signature: …………………………………… 
                   Signature:……………………………………

Date:…………………………………………
                   Date:…………………………………………

WITNESS
Name: …………………………………………   
                    Name:………………………………………

Position:………………………………………                         Position:……………………………………

Signature: …………………………………… 
                    Signature:……………………………………

Date:…………………………………………
                     Date:………………………………………..
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