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LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!  IN THIS ISSUE 

It is my pleasure to welcome you 
to the maiden edition of the 
School of Languages' (SOL) bi-
annual newsletter, The Voice. The 
purpose of this mainly electronic 
newsletter is to provide an avenue 
to improve the dissemination of 
information within the units of 
SOL, and also inform members of 
the University community and 
beyond of news and events in 
SOL. This certainly compliments 
other information dissemination 
outlets within the units of the 
School, the College of Humanities 
and the larger University. 

The Voice is intended as a bi-
annual electronic publication, 
covering matters of mutual 
interest to students, faculty and 
staff. These include student and 
faculty events, promotions, 
awards and research news among 
others. As such, this debut issue 
includes news and reports on 
activities of the school during the 
first semester of 2014/2015 
academic year. 

I invite you to familiarize yourself 
with news, activities/events and 
announcements in SOL through 
the pages of this newsletter. I 
encourage you as a member of 
faculty, staff or student to 
contribute to subsequent issues 
by contacting the editorial team 
with your report, news and 
announcements as well as your 
creative short pieces. 

Happy reading!! Once again, you 
are welcome. 

 

OFFICERS OF THE SCHOOL 

Dean, Prof. N. A. A. Amfo 

Administrator, Mr. W. N. Torvinyo 

Accountant, Mr. R. K. Kuwornu 

Research Officer, Mrs. Maana Ampa-Sowa 

 

 

SoL News/Activities 
Learn about recent activities of the School and 
information about faculty development… Page 2                       

Meet the Logoman 
Read all about the man behind the splendid design 

of the SoL Newsletter logo… Page 4 

 
Dept. of English Remembers 
Prof. Kofi Awoonor 
A two-day international symposium organized to 
commemorate Prof. Awoonor’s anniversary … 
Page 9 

Exams/Graduation Matters 
Get answers to questions regarding grades and 
requirements for graduation from our experienced 

examinations officers… Page 14 

A Message from the Dean 
by Professor  Nana Aba Appiah Amfo 
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Since its inception, the School of 
Languages (SOL) has been 
buzzing with a lot of academic and 
social activities and events. Here is 
a quick recap of some of the 
events: 

 Launch of SOL Seminar 
Series (SSS) 
 

 SOL Writeshop 
 
 

 Spanish Ambassador Calls 
on the Dean of The 
School Of Languages 
 

 The Chargé D’affaires of 
Mexico pays a Courtesy 
Call on the Dean of the 
School of Languages 

 

 SOL Sport Gala 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Launch of Prof. Alan 
Duthie’s Graduate Wing 
 
 

For the purpose of career 
advancement among academic 
staff, the School of Languages 
organized a writing retreat for 
members of faculty from 21st to 
24th of January, 2015 at the 
Hephzibah Christian Centre near 
Aburi, in the Eastern region. The 
retreat was meant for staff who 
had manuscripts for submission to 
recognized publication outlets but 
who needed some time to 
complete work on them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants of the SOL Writeshop busily 
working on their individual research projects.  

 

 

 

It was expected that at the end of 
the retreat, participating staff 
would have the manuscripts 
completed and ready for 
submission or re-submission to 
reputable publication outlets. 

The School advertised seventeen 
slots for the Writeshop. However 
it received fifteen (15) successful 
applications from members of 
faculty. 

7% 
SOL faculty participated and benefited from the 
Writeshop 

QUICK FACTS 

SOL is made up of four (4) departments: 
 Dept. of Modern Languages 
 Dept. of English 
 Dept. of French 
 Dept. of Linguistics 

FACULTY 
SOL has a faculty strength of 194 

SOL News 
by Antonia Oteng 

 

Some SOL faculty posing for the camera at Hephzibah 
Christian Center, Aburi. Representing are faculty from 
Swahili and Russian Sections, Linguistics Dept., French 
Dept., and English Dept. 
 

SOL Writeshop 
 by Silvia Tabi 

Some faculty working out at the Writeshop 
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From left to right: Prof A. H. Asaah, Mr Dante 
L. Arrendondo, Prof N. A. A. Amfo and Dr. 
Dzahene-Quarshie 

 

Prof. Maria Koptjevskaya Tamm is a professor 
of General Linguistics at Stockholm 
University, Sweden. She also serves as an 
Associate Editor of Linguistic Typology.    

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to present your research on 
the SSS platform, please contact the SSS 
Coordinator, Dr.   C. I. K. Appah. 

E-MAIL: 
cappah@ug.edu.gh  

The Chargé D’affaires of 
Mexico pays a Courtesy Call 
on the Dean of the School 
of Languages 

 

Dante L. Arredondo, the Mexican 
representative, paid a courtesy call 
on the Dean of the School of 
Languages on Tuesday, November 
4th 2014. 

The visit was to discuss the Mexican 
government’s scholarship scheme 
for foreign students to study in 
some selected universities in 
Mexico. Mr. Arredondo noted that 

the Mexican ministry of foreign 
affairs has a 6 months programme 
for foreigners to study in Mexico. 
This offer was opened to people 
willing to learn Spanish proficiency 
and other disciplines. 

The Dean urged that there should 
be funding for the exchange 
programme to ensure that more 
students get into the programme. 

 

 

SOL Seminar Series (SSS) 
Launched 

The school of Languages, held its 
first seminar in the month of 
October, 2014. The SSS is meant to 
enhance intra and interdisciplinary 
research and to provide a platform 
for presenting and discussing high-
level scholarship undertaken by 
visiting scholars, faculty and 
graduate students. The seminar 
was well attended.  

The programme was chaired by the 
Dean of SoL. The speaker, Prof. 
Maria Koptjevskaja Tamm is a 
member of Academia Europaea 
and she delivered a lecture based on 
her current research project Lexical 
Typology of Temperature Terms. 
She focused on the 

conceptualization of temperature 
in natural languages as reflected in 
their systems of central 
temperature terms (hot, cold, to 
freeze, etc.). 

 

Spani sh Am bassa dor Calls on the Dea n of the School of Language s 

Spanish Ambassador Calls on 
the Dean of School Of 
Languages 

The Spanish ambassador to 
Ghana, Her Excellency Maria 
Alonso, on Friday October 3rd, 
2014, paid a courtesy call on the 
Dean of School of Languages as 
part of her familiarization tour of 
the University. 

Over the years, there has been 
collaboration between the 
University and the Spanish 
Embassy to promote the teaching 
and learning of the Spanish 
language in Ghana. Through this 
collaboration the embassy has 
provided various levels of support 
for the Spanish section of the 
Modern Languages Department. 

Welcoming Her Excellency, the 
Dean of the School of Languages, 
Prof. Nana Aba Amfo, 
commended the 
embassy for the 
support given to 
the Department 
of Modern 
Languages over 
the years.  

On her part, the ambassador 
pledged to ensure the continuous 
collaboration of her government 
and the University of Ghana. She 
was optimistic about various 
forms of cooperation between 
Spanish universities and the 
University of Ghana in the future. 
She indicated that she will hold 

 

 

mailto:cappah@ug.edu.gh
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discussions with the Ministry of 
Education of Spain to explore 
possible scholarship packages, 
especially on short term basis. The 
ambassador indicated that 
currently the embassy’s focus is 
on provision of learning materials 
for the Spanish section of the 
school.  

The Voice team caught up with 
the winner of the SOL Newsletter 
Logo Competition, Mr. Edem Este 
Latey to ask him a few questions 
about the logo he designed for the 
newsletter. 

The Voice: How did you hear 
about the competition? 

Edem:   I heard about the 
competition from a friend at Radio 
Univers and afterwards I verified it 
from the University website. 

The Voice:  Tell us about the 
concept behind your logo. 

Edem:        I first did a bit of research 
about the School of Languages 
and found out the various 
departments under the school.  

Language has to 
do with thought 
and then what 
comes out is 
communication. 
That is how the 
name came 
about. The ‘I’ is a 
Chinese alphabet. 
The middle part of 
the circle signifies 
the body of the 

student. The top part is the 
contemporary voice symbol.  

When every part is put together, it 

talks about the student making 
his/her voice heard. 

The Voice:  What was your candid 
impression about the logo when 
you finished designing it? 

Edem: I looked at it and thought it 
was professional. There is a flaw in 
trying to think outside the box 
when you do not know what is in 
the box. Professionals like to keep 
things simple for a reason. 

After the logo was ready, I showed 
it to my brother for his comments, 
and he thought it was great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Voice:  Tell us about the 
colours of the logo. 

Edem:  From the announcement, 
it was made clear that the logo 
should be made up of the 
university colours. I used the two 
primary colours of the university. 
The colours are gold and blue.  
 
The Voice: What can your fellow 
students learn from your winning 
experience? 

Edem: Hard work outweighs 
talent eventually. Work hard at 
things you love with a lot of self-
motivation.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to contribute articles, 
short stories or any creative works to 
The Voice, please send an e-mail to the 
Editors of The Voice newsletter. 

EMAIL: 
thevoiceofsol@gmail.com 

Interview with the Logoman 

Mr. Edem Este Latey, winner of the SOL Newsletter 
Logo Competition 
 

mailto:thevoiceofsol@gmail.com
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Dr Robert Yennah hails from 
Duong, a village in the Nadowli 
district of the Upper-West region 
of Ghana. He had his primary 
education in Daffiama in same 
district and moved on to the then 
newly opened Wa Secondary 
School, where he was among the 
third batch of students in 1972. He 
still remembers his Secondary 
Form One French teacher’s non-
pedagogical imperative to his 
classmates “agenouilles-toi” 
(kneel down) when they got an 
answer wrong. He never had to 
kneel down, and upon completing 
Form Five in 1977 he was admitted 
the same year to the famous 
Prempeh College where his uncle 
said (prior to his admission) 
students from villages never go. 
French, English, Economics, and 
the compulsory General Paper, 
were his subjects in the Sixth 
Form. For many Sixth Form 
students those days, the 
University of Ghana, or rather 
Legon, was known to be “The Big 
Place” and the dreamland for 
tertiary education in Ghana. 

Dr. Yennah entered the University 
of Ghana in 1979 and was offered 

French, English and Spanish, 
though he replaced Spanish with 
Linguistics, a move he finds 
regrettable today. In 1981/82 he 
was in the third batch of the best 
three French students selected for 
the Year Abroad programme in 
France (Bordeaux), with 
sponsorship from the French 
government. Two coup d’états, 
allutas and closures of the 
university punctuated his 
undergraduate studies and he 
graduated in 1984 with a 
combined degree in French and 
English. After a year’s national 
service at the then French section 
of the Department of Modern 
Languages he was offered a 
French government scholarship 
for his Masters at the University of 
Paris X, Nanterre, where his 
research was on “The notion 
culture in Voltaire’s Candide and 
l’Ingénu”. He returned to Legon 
and did a second year national 
service before obtaining yet 
another French government 
scholarship to do his PhD (1988-
1991) at the University of Paris IV, 
Sorbonne, on the topic “The Self 
in J-J. Rousseau’s Confessions and 
Social Contract”. 

Since 1992, Dr. Yennah has been 
teaching French literature and 
aspects of language at the 
Department of French, University 
of Ghana, Legon. His research has 
mainly focused on Enlightenment 
literature and its relevance to the 
development of Africa. Aspects of 
his research have also focused on 
translation and interpretation 
studies. He has been 

instrumental, since 2012, in 
introducing the innovative 
programme of professional 
training in conference interpreting 
at the University of Ghana, the 
only such programme in West 
Africa. 

Dr Yennah is currently a Senior 
Lecturer and Head of the 
Department of French. He has 
published widely in many 
international Journals in Europe 
and Africa: 14 sole-authored 
journal articles, 2 refereed 
conference papers, 2 book 
chapters, 1 co-edited book and 6 
book reviews in the specialised 
Revue d’Histoire d’Histoire 
Littéraire de la France. His latest 
publications include:  « Poids et 
mesures des valeurs existentielles 
chez les protagonistes de Manon 
Lescaut de Prévost » (2014), in 
French Studies in Southern Africa, 
N°44; « La prévoyance dans la 
littérature des Lumières: Prévost, 
Laclos et Rousseau » (2013) in 
Langues et Littératures, No. 17, 
Université Gaston Berger, 
Sénégal. 
 
Dr. Yennah is married and is 
blessed with two beautiful 
daughters, Annie Tuurosong and 
Chantal Yelviele. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERSONALITY PROFILE 

  (Head, Department of French) 

Dr. Robert Yennah 
Head of French Department 
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The school of Languages in 
conjunction with the counseling 
and Placement Centre of the 
University of Ghana organized a 
two-day workshop for faculty 
within the School. The workshop 
saw in attendance Heads of 
Department, Course Advisors and 
Coordinators. 
It was held from the 3rd-4th June, 
2015 in the Conference room, 
School of Graduate Studies from 
8:30am-1:15pm each day. 

The workshop was intended to 
equip faculty present on effective 
ways of handling students in the 
area of Academics, Mentorship, 
General counseling, Career 
Development, stress and anxiety 
management among others and 
also what the counseling centre 
basically does. 

On both days, the workshop 
began at exactly 8:30am with the 
welcoming address by the Dean, 
School of Languages. 

The In- house facilitator was Mrs. 
Jocelene Buckman, Director 
(Counselling and Placement 
Centre). 

The Director shed light on what 
the centre does. She made known 
to the faculty that the centre is 
there to support students and to 
support staff to support students. 
She made it known that students 
are clients and when they leave 
campus, they become our 
products. A very important  

 

question she asked was (how do 
we handle students when they 
come to us?).  

Other resource persons from the 
centre gave insights into how 
course Advisors were to handle 
students. We had Mrs. Gladys 
Akua Setordzie (a psychologist) 
from the centre talking about 
Unconditional Acceptance and 
Skills and Techniques of Student 
Handling. 

After the first interactive sessions, 
there was a fruit break for ten 
minutes after which we had other 
interactive sessions with persons 
like Rev. Dr. Mrs. Bridget Ben 
Niamah who touched on the 
principles of Academic Advising. 

On the second day, we had a very 
important interactive session with 
a clinical psychologist from the 
centre in the person of Mr. 
Nuworza Kubey who did a 
presentation on Managing stress 
and Dealing with 
upset/needy/vunerable students 
and challenging situations. 

Lastly, there was another 
interactive session with Mr. Wiafe 
also from the centre who talked 
about ‘the counseling process’ and 
helping students develop their 
career goals and plan their 
Academic Work. 

The School of Languages 
workshop organized for Faculty 
was however successful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SOL Training Workshop for 
Academic Advisors 
by Antonia Oteng 

The workshop was well attended by Faculty 
serving as academic advisors in the various 
departments of the School. 
 

Mrs Gladys Akua Setordzie, a psychologist at 
the Counselling and Placement Centre, takes 
participants through a practical session on 
handling students’ problems.    
 

Mrs. Jocelene Buckman, Director of the 
Counselling and Placement Centre, delivering a 
lecture at the workshop. 
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This year’s Chinese Bridge 
Preliminary Competition, which 
marks the second held by the 
Confucius Institute at the 
University of Ghana took place on 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 at the 
School of Law Auditorium, 
University of Ghana. Thirteen 
contestants from four Universities 
competed for the special prize 
which among other prizes 
includes a fully sponsored trip to 
China to participate in the final 
global competition in July, 2015 
and at least half a year’s Confucius 
Institute scholarship. The 
contestants were students from 
the University of Ghana, 
University of Cape-Coast, Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science 
and Technology and Wisconsin 
University College.  

Chinese Bridge is a Chinese 
proficiency competition held 
annually for non-Chinese college 
students. It is a large-scale 
international contest sponsored 
by the Confucius Institute 
Headquarters, Hanban, and is well 
known in the cultural and 
educational exchanges world. It 
also aims to arouse the 
enthusiasm of students in various 
countries for the learning of 
Chinese and strengthen the 
world's understanding of the 
Chinese language and culture. 

In attendance at this year’s 
competition and to declare the 
contest open was Her Excellency 
the Chinese Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
to the Republic of Ghana, Madam 
Sun Baohong who was also one of 
the five judges of the competition. 

 

 

 

The contest was made up of four 
segments: written test, speech 
with spontaneous questions and 
answers, Chinese cultural talent 
display (in Chinese) and a 
Ghanaian cultural talent display.  

Emelia Ansong won the Special 
Prize for the overall best 
contestant. The first prize went to 
Derrick Ahimah Ampadu whose 
prizes included a fully sponsored 
trip to China to witness the finals 
of the 14th Chinese Bridge 
Competition. The second prize 
went to Edmund Addo-Yobo and 
Paulina Ofosu respectively. The 
third prize went to Raymond 
Asamoah, Joseph Edward Yawson 
and Sylvester Demuyakor. All the 
seven winners are students from  

the Chinese Section of the 
Department of Modern 
languages, University of Ghana.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

UG Students Excel at the 14th Chinese Bridge 

Preliminary Competition   

Peacock Dance 

 
 

Performance of Beijing Opera 

Xylophone Performance 

The Judges: H.E Madam Sun Baohong (left), 
Mr.  Christian Opata (middle) and Mr. Xiao Bo 
(right) 

The Peacock Dance 
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The blood donation exercise 

which was organised at the 

Reginald Amonoo Building and 

ModernLanguages Annex, on the 

29th of October 2014, attracted 

students from various 

departments as well as individuals 

and some staff members. This 

activity would not have seen the 

day without the full support of The 

Blood Bank. The aim of the 

exercise was to encourage 

students to contribute to the 

society by saving lives.  

 

As part of the 64TH/50TH 

Anniversary of the French 

Department and the Modern 

Languages Department, a mini 

launch and short lecture was 

delivered by Dr.  Appah of 

Linguistic Department on the 

topic; “Learning a Foreign 

Language: Challenges and 

Prospects.”  According to Dr. 

Appah, learning a foreign 

language, a distinct language  

Dr. DzaheneQuarshie, The Head 

of Department of Modern 

Languages, commented that one 

does not necessarily have to be a 

doctor to save lives, donating 

blood too does.  The exercise 

which started at 9 am and ended 

at 3 pm, saw about 50 pints of 

blood donated by students to 

contribute to “save a life project.” 

 

The exercise was crowned in the 

evening by a multi-lingual poetry 

program, coordinated by  

 

from our native languages could 

be very challenging, but a 

rewarding endeavor. At the end of 

his lecture, he encouraged 

students not to give up, even 

when the going gets tougher. He 

also outlined difficulties relating 

the study of languages and how 

students could overcome these 

challenges. The lecture ended 

with an open forum, where 

students voiced their views about  

Walk-the-Talk group. This saw 

poetry readings, presentations 

and musical performances in the 

various languages. This included 

French, English, Spanish, Swahili, 

Arabic, Russian, Chinese and 

Ghanaian languages.  The 

objective was to demonstrate to 

the university community that 

though students are studying 

different languages, and also in 

spite of the differences in culture, 

we all speak one language of the 

heart, i.e. poetry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

studying languages, and their 

challenges as well. 
 

 
 

Department of French in Collaboration with Modern 
Languages Department Organize Blood Donation 
Exercise  
by Obeyaa Sackey 

Dr Appah Speaks on the Challenges of Learning a 

Foreign Language AT Maison Française 

Dr. Clement I. K. Appah 
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The Department of English 

organized a two-day international 

symposium at Yiri Lodge, Institute 

of African Studies Chalets, from 

18th-19th September 2014 to 

commemorate the first 

anniversary of the passing of Prof 

Kofi Awoonor, distinguished 

scholar, poet, novelist, essayist, 

dramatist, diplomat, statesman 

and African cultural icon, who had 

spent many years in the 

Department of English as lecturer, 

supervisor and writer-in 

residence. 

The Symposium attracted 

scholars, researchers, teachers, 

writers and students from Ghana, 

Nigeria, Norway and the US. They 

included renowned African 

literature scholars and close 

associates of Awoonor: Prof 

Bernth Lindfors, Prof Richard 

Priebe, Dr Karen Morell, Rev. Prof 

Emeritus A.B. Asenso, Prof Helen 

Lauer, Prof Niyi Okunoye, Prof 

Olufemi Taiwo and Dr Esi Bani. 

Over the two-day peroid, there 

were 122 participants and 15 

academic presentations which 

celebrated Awoonor as writer, 

statesman, and mentor. The 

Keynote Address was delivered by 

Prof Olufemi Taiwo of Nigeria.  

 

The Symposium was made 

possible through support from 

ORID (GHC 5,000.00) and private 

donations from the Awoonor 

family and other sources. 

The opening ceremony, which 

was graced by the President of 

Ghana, His Excellency John 

Dramani Mahama, was held at 

The Great Hall. The Provost of the 

College of the Humanities, 

Professor Agyei-Mensah, who 

stood in for the Vice-Chancellor, 

expressed the University’s pride in 

the intellectual achievements of 

one of its illustrious sons and 

pledged the University’s 

willingness to support any event 

dedicated to the celebration of 

the intellectual legacy of the late 

Professor. In attendance were 

members of the Awoonor family, 

the Deputy Minister of Culture 

and Creative Arts, Hon. Dzifa 

Gomashie, Presidents and 

members of the Ghana 

Association of Writers (GAW) and 

the Pan-African Writers 

Association (PAWA), former 

Deans, Heads of Department, 

students and members of the 

university community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The highlight of the opening 

ceremony was the official launch 

of the Kofi Awoonor Literary Prize 

Competition. It was launched on 

behalf of Bashorun Chief Dele 

Momodou of Ovation 

International who, in consultation 

with the University of Ghana, had 

mooted the idea of an Awoonor 

Literary Prize in September 2013, 

with GHC20,000.00 as seed 

money. 

 

 

  

Department of English Remembers 
Prof. Kofi Awoonor 
by Gladys Nyarko Ansah 

The late Prof. Kofi Awoonor 
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Name 

Dr. Augustina Edem Dzregah 
 

Dr. Gladys Nyarko Ansah 
 

Dr. Elizabeth Orfson-Ofei 
 

Mr. Jerome Masamaka 
 

Mr. Kofi Darko-Ankrah 
 

Dr. Seth Antwi Ofori 
 

Dr. Reginald Akuoko Duah 

 

 

Position & Date  

Senior Lecturer, Aug. 1, 2013 
 

Senior Lecturer, Jan. 1, 2014 
 

Lecturer, Aug. 1, 2014 
 

Assistant Lecturer, Aug. 1, 2013 
 

Assistant Lecturer, Aug. 1, 2014 
 

Lecturer, Aug. 1, 2014 
 

Lecturer, Aug. 1, 2014 

 

 

 

 

Department 

English 
 

English 
 

English 
 

English 
 

English 
 

Linguistics 
 

Linguistics  

 

APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS 
2014/2015 ACADEMIC YEAR 

Research News & Awards 
Recent Publications 

Anderson, Jemima A. & Gladys Ansah. 2015. A sociolinguistic mosaic of West Africa: challenges and 

prospects. In Smakman, D. & Heinrich, P. (eds.). Globalising sociolinguistics: challenging and 

expanding theory. London: Routledge. 

Ansah, G. N. 2015. Indigenous Languages as Tools for National Development. In Apt, N. A. (ed). Positioning 

Ghana: challenges and innovation. Nigeria: IFRA. 

Duah, Reginald A. 2015. Exhaustive Focus Marking in Akan. In Bildhauer, F. & Grubic, M. (eds.). Mood, 

exhaustivity & focus marking in non-European languages. Interdisciplinary studies in information 

structure (ISIS), pp. 1-28. Universitätsverlag Potsdam. 

Hudu, Fusheini. 2014. [ATR] feature involves a distinct tongue root articulation: evidence from ultrasound 

imaging. Lingua. 143: 36 – 51. 

Yankah, Kwesi, Kofi K. Saah & Nana Aba Appiah Amfo (eds.). 2014. The Legon reader in linguistics. 

Barnbury, Oxfordshire: Ayebia Clarke Publishing. 

 

Awards  

Dr. Jemima A. Anderson was awarded the Rice Fellowship, Yale University, 2014-2015. 
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BOUND 
by Amma Konadu Anarfi  

 

I rode the ‘borrowed’ bicycle down 

the dirt road to where they said 

Kakra had laid bleeding to death 

after the mob had lynched him 

with the very scrap metals he had 

stolen from the dealers in the 

market. Kakra! As I neared the 

spot, I could see the stones the 

zongo boys had left behind, a 

discarded chalewote, what looked  

like a piece of someone’s clothing, 

stained with blood; my brother’s 

blood. I looked closely at the piece 

of cloth. Of course! It was the 

same one he had stolen from my 

husband’s tarpaulin bag the night 

he snuck in and robbed us about 

two months ago. Kakra! They said 

the police had come for the body 

already. I looked ahead towards 

the main road. The police station 

was right at the junction. I hiked 

my dress up, wrapped my scarf 

tighter round my oily face and got 

back on the bicycle, hoping the 

owner had not yet noticed it was 

gone.  

The news of that afternoon’s 

lynching had reached home 

alright, but no one cared. I had just 

finished soaking the last olonka of 

millet when my sister had rushed 

into the out-kitchen, dry-eyed, 

with the news. I stilled, waiting to 

hear my mother wail or any of my 

sisters. I stepped out into the 

compound to what looked like a 

solemn celebration. No one cried. 

My mother had broken out in song 

and my sisters were humming 

along as they sorted peanuts and 

roasted some on the side. Not a 

word was said. The men of the 

house, my husband and father, 

were still out in the market where 

they sold fresh meat. Someone 

had to follow up on it. I don’t know 

what came over me, I just hopped 

on our neighbour’s bicycle in 

search of the body of a brother no 

one else in the family cared to 

show face for. Kakra! Our father 

had disowned him the day my 

cousin Sam paid my bride price of 

3 cows and one Hausa goat. That 

was almost 3 years ago.  

By the time I got to the police 

station, sweat had stained the 

underarms of my dress and my 

feet were red with dust. I walked 

in.  

“Ohh that thief boy?” the 

uniformed man behind the 

counter asked in a thick accent 

similar to my father’s. I nodded.  

“The thief boy no die o! As we dey 

carry im body go mortuary, then 

im start to dey cough.” 

Kakra was not dead after all! The 

next few minutes almost got me 

arrested. It was some fierce love 

that got me screaming  

“Why? They should have burned 

him! They should have burned him 

along with all his troubles and 

mine!” 

I got back on the bicycle after 

being literally shoved out the 

station. I stopped by the market to 

buy some dry fish on credit and 

continued home to an angry-

looking Wofa Brah who had been 

ready to go to town with the 

bicycle when I borrowed it. I 

mumbled an apology as he rained 

curses on my head.  

I went into the kitchen without a 

word to anyone. They needed not 

know he was alive. What for? The 

police were going to let him back 

onto the streets soon after he was 

well enough to be discharged 

from hospital. Some said Kakra 

had been cursed, and I believed it. 

What else could make him so 

wayward? Fish light soup was his 

favorite. I hummed a song I had 

heard on radio countless times as I 

prepared the soup for him.  

“Panyin…” 

I could almost hear him whisper 

again as we lay awake on the same 

mat just some 10 years ago - we 

were barely 11.  

“Kakra…” 

I responded. 

“Do you love me?” 

He asked. 

“I love you Kakra” 

And I could see his white teeth as 

he bared it in the dark. 

“I love you too” 

He had said and wrapped his arms 

around me. 

That night, he kissed me…on my 

lip. Kakra! My sweet, sweet Kakra! 

I wiped the tears with the back of 

my hand and felt an eerie chill in 

the room. I knew it. My brother 

had just died. 

“Panyin! Are you crying?” 
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My husband’s voice boomed from 

the entrance to the kitchen and 

gave me a start. I shook my head 

“No. It’s the onions.” 

“Good! That brother of yours dug 

his own grave!” 

He said and walked off, whistling, 

like it was a perfectly normal day. 

I chopped the last of the onions 

and reached for the box of 

matchsticks,  

It must have been the sadness that 

had settled over me, or the tears 

that had blinded me. I had totally 

forgotten I had turned on the gas 

and a burner several minutes ago, 

but death came quite quickly as I 

burned.  

Look at them tearing at their hair 

and crying, deep in their hearts 

they know they are crying for both 

of us.  

“Panyin” 

“Kakra” 

“Do you love me?” 

“I love you Kakra” 

“I love you too” 

 

 

 

 

 

The mere thought of it sends 
shivers down my spine. If 
tomorrow never comes for me, 
what can I boast of, what impact 
would I have made in the lives of 
people around me and what 
would I be remembered for? If 
tomorrow never comes for that 
cleaner whom I have always been 
rude to ,will I ever get the chance 
to apologize; if tomorrow never 
comes for that beggar whom I 
have always planned to help but  
never seem to have enough, 
would I finally be able to give out a 
few coins? If tomorrow never 
comes for my little sister, would 
she know that I love her and that 
she is not really a pest as I always 
make her feel?  These are the 
questions that run through my 
mind as I imagine what it would be 
like if tomorrow never comes. 

Sometimes I feel that I love my 
family and friends too much that 
losing them seems almost 
impossible and everyone looks so 
full of life that it is strange to 
imagine them not being there 
tomorrow. I think about it now 

and I get teary because I know I 
have not done much in the lives of 
the people around me and if today 
happens to be my last day on 
earth they might never remember 
me. There are many times I should 
have said one or two things to 
some people, to let them know 
better, but, I just keep quiet. There 
are times too when I could have 
done an activity better than 
others, but, I just watched and did 
nothing. At other times too I just 
consciously refuse to give 
encouragement or credit where it 
is due and allow the people 
involved to battle with their 
conscience. As I think about all 
these, I cannot help but feel guilty.  

There are many of us out there 
who share in these thoughts and 
feelings; there are times when we 
have been silent over issues that 
we should have said something; 
there are times we could have 
effortlessly undertaken a task but 
we fold our hands and watch; 
there are times we should have 
shown love and kindness but we 
just thought we did not have 

enough, sometimes too we hold 
back those loving and 
encouraging words even though 
we know that would make 
someone else feel better. If 
tomorrow never comes for you, 
would you truly rest peacefully 
knowing how many lives did not 
get better because of you? 

I have come to learn that love 
heals not only the receiver but the 
giver too. Love and 
encouragement helps people 
become emotionally healthy and 
most of us become hardhearted 
and bitter when this is denied us. I 
am a living testimony to the fact 
that just knowing someone loves 
you can be very fulfilling. It 
refreshes the heart and each one 
of us can start showing this love by 
our everyday actions; giving even 
if it means just a little, rendering 
service to people if it is in our 
capacity to, telling other how we 
feel and in every way possible 
consciously impact positively in 
the lives of people around us. I 
decided to live this way every day 
and the fear of “if tomorrow never 
comes” has totally reduced 
because now I know if tomorrow 

If Tomorrow Never Comes  
by Yvonne Peters 
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never comes for me, I have shown 
as much love and kindness as I can 
but I will continue to do more each 
day. 

When I was little I used to think 
that the world was perfect and 
that nobody could hurt anyone, 
but I grew up and I realized that 
there were wicked people 
everywhere, that made me 
suspicious of everyone around me 
and I built a wall of defense around 
myself. I soon realized that I was 
freezing in my own world with no 
warmth of love around me. It 
happens to a lot of us, but let us 
also keep in mind that at the end  

We came into office in March 
2014/2015 academic year with the 
determination to move ASEL to 
the next level. We were poised to 
continue the good works that our 
predecessors accomplished and 
even do better. Our major aim was 
to demystify the prevalent 
perception among University of 
Ghana Students that English is a 
difficult course and that, there is 
difficulty in acquiring a job after 
obtaining a degree in English. In 
order to nib the problem in the 
bud we embarked on a series of 
Programmes to sensitize the 
students of the department 
especially the level 100’s on the 
opportunities available to them 
after studying English. This, we 
dubbed “After English, what 
next??” We also brought resource 
personnel to teach them the best  

of this journey called life, we are 
accountable to just one person, 
the almighty God and if tomorrow 
never comes for you, do you think 
you are ready to give him good 
reasons for being rude, do you 
think he will accept the reason 
that people have hurt you and 
taken advantage of you so you will 
do same? Inasmuch as we have 
been hurt, denied love and taken 
advantage of, we should bear in 
mind always that in the end it is all 
about God, he is the center of it all 
and if tomorrow never comes for 
us, we are accountable to him and 

 

way to study to enable them 
acquire requisite knowledge and 
pass their exams successfully. 

Another major project we 
embarked on was the renovation 
of the notice board of the 
department. The notice board is 
the main source of information 
dissemination from the 
department to the students. As a 
result, its deplorable state was not 
befitting the major role it played 
hence the need for renovation. 
Though obtaining funds to push 
this project was an albatross 
around our necks, we are proud to 
say that we have successfully 
accomplished this feat. 

Creative Writers’ Club (CWC) a 
branch of ASEL in collaboration 
with Writers Project of Ghana  

therefore we must be at our best 
and give him our all.  

A quote by American preacher 
Joel Osteen touched says “learn to 
give flowers while people are 
living”. I think that is just right, do 
not wait till it is too late for 
tomorrow might never come. Do 
not wait until tomorrow what you 
can do today. Show all the love 
and kindness you can, give your 
best in everything knowing that 
God is the center and MAY YOU 
BE RICHLY BLESSED. 

 

 

(WPG) also organized a literary 
night dubbed ‘Once Upon A 
Memory’ on Friday, 28th 
November, 2014 at the Akuafo 
Hall Gardens. This was an 
opportunity for students with 
special talents in the creative arts 
to unearth their talent to the 
appreciation of an interested 
audience. It gave students an 
opportunity to interact with one 
another and with some lecturers 
as well.  

This is not to say that our 
administration sailed through on a 
river without tide. We definitely 
had our own share of challenges.  

The level of apathy amongst some 
students was a major setback for 
us. Some students were unwilling 
to participate in any of the 
activities of the association and 
even refused to pay the yearly 
dues required to enable the 
smooth running of the 

Association of Students of 

English Language (ASEL) Report 
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association. This crippled us in the 
performance of many of our 
planned activities for the year. 
However, we are proud to say that 
we were still able to pull through 
amidst the challenges. We would 
like to recommend that the 
department formulate a policy 
that makes student participation 
in the association’s activities a 
necessary part in obtaining the 
required credits for students. Also, 
lecturers and other stakeholders 
should make it a point to get 
students involved in the 
association’s activities as is done 
in other departments.  

Some other activities we plan on 
embarking before our tenure of 
office ends include: 

• ASEL Week Celebration. 
• A joint trip to the Mt. 

Afadjato with the Sociology 
Students Association. 

• A joint literary night with 
some students from a 
number of francophone 
countries. 

• A conference for final year 
students. 

 

 

We would also like to use this 
platform to thank our patron Dr. 
Edem Dzregah for her immense 
support and love during our 
tenure of office. Without her, 
many of our plans would not have 
seen the light of day. Another big 
thank you goes to our 
predecessors who started the 
good work we have come to 
complete. Thank you to all 
lecturers and administrators who 
have helped the channel the 
course of ASEL. Ayeekoo!!!! 

ASEL!!!! English indeed moves the 
world….. 

EXAMS/GRADUATION MATTERS 
Get reliable answers advice for all questions about course examinations and graduation   

 from SOL experienced Academic Advisors 

 

Question:  
How many credits do I need to pass to be able to graduate? 

 

Answer:    

Undergraduate students under the four-year system need to pass 120 
credits:  all core courses (a minimum of E, provided that the E grades do not 
exceed 18 credits) and elective courses; UGRC (a minimum of D); African 
studies (a minimum of D). 

         

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Do you have burning questions 
regarding course requirements, 
grading system and examinations? 
Please write to the Editors of The Voice 
newsletter and we would be happy to 
provide accurate answers to your 
questions. 

EMAIL: 
thevoiceofsol@gmail.com 

         

mailto:thevoiceofsol@gmail.com
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