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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

8.45 a.m.-9.00 a.m. –  Matriculants/Guests to be seated

9.00 a.m.                 –  Procession

 –  Statement of  Welcome by  Registrar, 
   Mrs. Mercy Haizel-Ashia

 –  Vice-Chancellor’s Address:
   Professor Ebenezer Oduro Owusu

 –  Cultural Performance: 
   Ghana Dance Ensemble

 –  Administration of  Matriculation Oath 
   by Registrar

 –  Expectations:  Mr. David Henry Boakye-Yeboah
 College of  Health Sciences 

  Jubilee/International Students Hall 

 –  Signing of  the Matricula

 –  University Anthem

9.45 a.m. –  Recession
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WELCOME/DECLARATION OF PURPOSE BY
MRS. MERCY HAIZEL-ASHIA, REGISTRAR 

Good morning Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf  of  the management of  the University of  Ghana, I welcome all 
of  you to this morning's ceremony.

We are gathered here this morning to matriculate students who have 
enrolled in the 2018-2019 academic year for courses leading to 
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees, diplomas and certificates at the 
University of  Ghana. We will confer on these new students, membership 
of  the University of  Ghana, in line with article 31 of  the University of  
Ghana Act, 2010, Act 806 which states that:

1. A student admitted to the University shall take the Matriculation
 Oath and sign the Matriculation Register.

2. A student who fails to sign the Matriculation Register may be
 prevented from graduating by the University.

Visiting students and other short stay students who are studying at the 
University for one Semester or two semesters are not included in this 
ceremony. However, such non-matriculated students are expected to 
observe the same rules and regulations as matriculated students, while 
they are here.

At the University of  Ghana the required dress for matriculation is a black 
gown worn over formal clothes. I am happy to see that our students are in 
appropriate academic dress for the ceremony.
The ceremony is in three parts.

Part 1. 
We will hear an address from the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ebenezer 
Oduro Owusu. He will also tell us the significance of  the ' matriculation 
oath and what the University expects from its students.
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Part 2. 
Students will swear the Matriculation Oath to be administered by the 
Registrar of  the University — this is the same oath on the website. You 
will repeat the words of  the oath after me when it is time for the oath.
 
After the Oath, one representative of  the students will tell us the 
expectations of  the 2018-2019 cohort of  students and ceremonially sign 
the Matricula; the details of  the student are in the programme. Let me 
explain that matricula is the Latin word for a register, in this case, a register 
of  students.

Part 3. 
The third part of  the ceremony takes place in cyber space! Each student, 
whether resident or non-resident, whether in an undergraduate or 
postgraduate programme, has to go online and electronically sign the 
Matriculation Oath.

2018 matriculation class, I look forward to seeing positive engagement in 
University activities throughout your stay in the University.

It is my duty to remind you that you have to return your matriculation 
gowns on time, so that you do not suffer any penalties.

Before I take my seat, let me take the opportunity to welcome you all to the 
University of  Ghana, The Premier University in Ghana.

Kindly note that during the course of  the year, the University will hold 
separate matriculation ceremonies for students in the Distance Education 
programme, the Sandwich programmes and the other university 
programmes which will take off  later, during the academic year.

It is now time to call on the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ebenezer Oduro 
Owusu, to deliver his address.
 

 



VICE-CHANCELLOR'S ADDRESS AT MATRICULATION: 
PROFESSOR EBENEZER ODURO OWUSU

Chairman and Members of  the University Council; 
Pro-Vice Chancellors;
Registrar; 
Provosts,
Deans and Directors; 
Heads of  Department and Heads of  Hall; - 
Senior Tutors; 
Members of  Convocation; 
Freshmen and Women; 
Parents and Guardians; 
Distinguished Invited Guests; 
Friends of  the Media
Ladies and Gentlemen:

INTRODUCTION
I warmly welcome you all to the 2018/2019 matriculation ceremony. Let 
me congratulate our fresh men and women who have been admitted into 
various programmes in the University of  Ghana. We are very proud of  
you for working hard to qualify for admission into the premier University 
of  Ghana, which as you all know, is extremely competitive.

I will like to also acknowledge all parents and guardians who are present 
here today. The choice of  University of  Ghana for your child/ward 
signifies the confidence you have in this institution as a centre of  
excellence for higher education, and the best place to mould the character 
of  young men and women. I wish to assure you that you have made a great 
choice because the University of  Ghana is presently, the only University 
in Ghana that is ranked in the World Times Higher Education ranking, 
and top-ranked University in West Africa. I am looking forward to your 
hard work and other positive, exciting experiences here on campus.

Matriculation, as you know, is the occasion during which newly admitted 
students are enjoined, through the administration of  the Matriculation 
Oath, to be obedient to the Vice-Chancellor and all those in whom 
authority has been vested in the University. During the ceremony, you will 
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Official, Members of  Convocation and Representatives of  2018 Matriculation 
Class in a group photography after the ceremony

Members of  Convocation on process to the Matriculation grounds.
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 Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ebenezer Oduro Owusu, delivering 
his Address 

Mrs. Mercy Haizel-Ashia Registrar, welcoming Matriculants to the ceremony
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Mr. David Henry Boakye-Yeboah delivering an address on the 
Expectations of  University Life 

Mr. David Henry Boakye-Yeboah signing the Matricula under the
supervision of  , Acting Director, Mrs. Christy Badu

Academic Affairs Directorate 
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Matriculants seated at the Matriculation Grounds

Matriculants taking the Matriculation Oath 
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 Ghana Dance Ensemble performing at the ceremony 

Some parents and guardians at the ceremony 
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pledge to be of  good behaviour, which will constitute your commitment 
to ensure discipline, and orderliness in all actions, for the duration of  your 
time here as students. This ceremony will also officially induct you as a 
Junior Members of  the University community, in statu pupillary.

As fresh Students, you are expected to contribute your quota to enhance 
the University's image wherever you find yourself  and to ensure that you 
do not do anything that will bring the name of  the University into 
disrepute. I encourage you all to participate actively in all University 
activities and be committed to your studies. Use your youthful energies 
positively to enhance the growth and development of  the university and 
not to bring shame and bad publicity to damage the image of  this great 
university. You must begin to own the institution and make sure that 
whatever you do or say remains a compliment to the development of  the 
university.

Being here this morning indicates that you are determined individuals 
who have accomplished a great deal through hard work, from primary 
through JHS and SHS. Today, you begin a new chapter in your lives, which 
ensures that, you have an absolute air of  freedom to make decisions on 
your own. No more compulsory sleeping times, preps, assemblies, 
dinning bells, permission to step out of  campus, etc, etc. As you begin this 
new and important chapter of  your lives, know that the journey will not 
always be smooth but as your mentors and educators, we assure you that 
we shall do all we can to ensure that your stay with us is peaceful for you to 
achieve your aim of  being here, and to define your future.

UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS 
Ladies and gentlemen, for the eighth year running, the University has 
made it possible for students completing their WASSCE in May/June to 
enter the University in the same year of  writing their examinations. For 
the 2018/2019 academic year, the University received a total of  43,215 
undergraduate applications. We were, however, able to admit a total of  
28,149, which constitutes about 65% of  total applications received. Out 
of  the number admitted, 11,216 students have registered for programmes 
on all our campuses and this number is made up of  5,388 female, and 
5,828 male students. It is worthy of  note, judging from the admission 
figures that the University is on the verge of  attaining 50:50 ratio in female 
and male enrollment. 



The University continued with her policies of  giving opportunity for 
university education to applicants through:

· The Affirmative Action Policy for Women;
· Concession for applicants from Less Endowed Schools;
· The Admission of  Student Athletes;
· The Admission of  Students with Special Needs.

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS
For the 2018/2019 academic year, the University received a total of  8,106 
graduate applications and was able to offer admission to 2,462 graduate 
applicants. Out of  the number offered admission, 1,595 made up of  
921males and 674 females have registered.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Cross-cultural enrichment of  the social as well as the academic 
environment of  every University is very important. The University of  
Ghana continues to attach great importance to the presence of  
international students on our campus, For the 2018/2019 academic year, 
a total of  2,537 international applications were received. The University 
was able to offer admission to 734 applicants into regular programmes as 
well as special admission students. Out of  this number, 306 students of  
various nationalities have registered. These students come mainly from 
the sub-region. The rest of  the students come mainly on exchange 
programmes from our partner institutions in the United States of  
America, Canada and Asia. We would like to extend a warm welcome to all 
our international students and urge them to enjoy their stay in Ghana, feel 
at home, and make use of  the services offered by the International 
Programmes Office.

ACCOMMODATION
Providing accommodation for all fresh men and women admitted on the 
Legon campus has always been a challenge. Although the University in 
recent times has put up a number of  new halls of  residence to augment 
the accommodation provided by the traditional halls, the number of  
admitted students still cannot be matched with available beds. 
Management is working on how best to resolve the shortfall.
Out of  the total 11,216 registered freshmen, 7289 are entitled to 
residence. However, only 2488 representing 34% of  the resident-entitled 
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students have been accommodated. Out of  this figure, 1227 (49%) are 
females, and 1261 (51%) are males. This clearly indicates an improvement 
in Female: Male ratio trend from 40:60, to 49:50. The University will 
continue to strive towards achieving the 50:50 ratio or better.

Management continues to invest in providing accommodation and 
improving the living conditions in the various halls of  residence by 
rehabilitating the halls, improving water supply, providing WIFI internet 
services, and providing adequate security, among several other initiatives. 
It is therefore required of  students who are privileged to be housed on 
campus, to take excellent care of  these facilities and make good use of  
them in a manner that will preserve them for future cohorts of  students. 
The University is also vigorously pursuing partners to put up new 
residential facilities on campus within the next two years, to increase 
students housing stock.

FINANCIAL AID
The University's Student Financial Aid Office offers financial assistance 
to students who are challenged financially. The aid is available in the form 
of  full or partial scholarships. Students facing financial challenges are 
encouraged to apply for consideration for the various support schemes 
when they are advertised. The Students Financial Aid Office is located at 
Bungalow Number 11, East Legon (adjacent to Akuafo Hall Annex A).

Financial assistance is also available to undergraduate students through 
the Students' Loan Trust Fund (SLTF). You may contact the Students' 
Loan Trust Fund to initiate the process of  applying for the Students' 
Loan. The contact details for the fund can be found in your admission 
letters.

The University has also made provision for students to pay 60% of  their 
fees at the beginning of  the first semester, and the remaining 40%, before 
the beginning of  the second semester. It is my hope that all students will 
make good use of  this provision and ensure that all fees are paid by the 
given deadlines.

TH
70  ANNIVERSARY AND ENDOWMENT FUND
University of  Ghana is celebrating her 70th anniversary this year. Over 
the years, the University has faced the challenge of  how to diversify the 
sources of  internally generated funds and reduce the burden on students 
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even as they make fair contributions. There is therefore, the need for a 
plan on funds mobilization from many different sources. In the light of  
this, the University has dedicated the anniversary as a fundraising effort 
towards the UG@70 Endowment. The Endowment fund was launched 
by His Excellency the President of  the Republic, Nana Addo Dankwa 
Akufo-Addo in May this year. We are expected to raise over US $ 100 M 
over the next 5 years to support graduate studies and research, in line with 
our strategic objective of  becoming a research-intensive University. I will 
thus, entreat the entire student's body and alumni of  this great institution 
to contribute immensely towards this noble course. Alumni and staff  
contributions have started coming in. The University Teachers 
Association of  Ghana (UTAG) Legon branch, i.e., your lecturers, 
contributed GhC 120,000 last month, and the Ghana Association of  
University Administrators (GAUA), Legon branch, i.e. your 
administrators, is following suit this week with an undisclosed handsome 
amount of  money. Very soon, we will be opening conversations with the 
student body to agree on ways to get students contribute towards the 
fund. Trust you are very willing to contribute your widow's mite to the 
future of  this university, which is obviously going to be your alma mater 
and source of  pride for the rest of  your life.

EXCELLENCE AND DISCIPLINE
A Green Team has been constituted as part of  the strategic directions of  
the University, whose mandate is: to create an environment that is green 
and healthy to provide the needed congenial atmosphere for teaching and 
learning; to re-design our grounds to ensure that there are enough trees 
and green coverage; as well as develop and complete a waste disposal 
system that will rely on separation of  waste, to serve as a model for 
Ghana. The Green Project also envisages the building of  the spirit of  
volunteerism among students and staff; to build the character of  students 
to become exemplary and disciplined leaders, to improve the moral fabric 
of  the Ghanaian society. Towards this end, I am happy to announce that, 
several student voluntary groups have emerged to champion the idea of  
keeping Legon clean and making it a model of  environmental cleanliness 
for the nation. Currently the student's recycling teams has started the 
separation of  waste in some of  the halls of  residence, and are ensuring 
that plastics and other unwanted items are dropped appropriately into 
provided bins, and not scattered around as seen in most parts of  the 
country. I will therefore, entreat you to embrace this noble course, and 
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contribute to its success, for God and country. Please remember to always 
keep Legon Green and Clean !!! As students of  this great University, 
always let the core values of  the University, i.e., Loyalty, Respect, Integrity 
and Commitment be your guide. You can only achieve excellence by 
having the right balance of  studies, recreation and religious activities, 
bearing in mind the need to follow the right processes and procedures, 
while adhering to the rule of  law in all endeavours.

Always be mindful of  the fact that breaking the rules of  the University 
attracts sanctions. The University Regulations for Junior Members will 
guide you in this direction as Junior Members. The University's Careers 
and Counselling Centre is also available to offer assistance if  required. Do 
make time to read notices, listen to Radio Univers on 105.7FM and 
regularly visit the University's website www.ug.edu.gh since important 
information will be communicated to you through these media. 

Education comes with responsibility. Those of  you who are fortunate 
enough to have been admitted to study at the University of  Ghana, have 
an obligation to use your education for the benefit of  others, and the 
general society. We are training you to be nation builders and not nation 
wreckers!

CONCLUSION 
My dear freshmen and women, I urge you to channel your energies 
towards your studies, which is your primary aim for being here. We shall 
be available to guide you, so long as you are willing to be guided. We will 
give you the support necessary, but only if  you use the legitimate means to 
seek such support.

On behalf  of  the Council of  the University, Members of  Convocation 
and on my own behalf, I congratulate you once again on your admission 
and welcome you to the University of  Ghana. I wish you a pleasant stay.

Thank you and God bless you.
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EXPECTATIONS OF UNIVERSITY LIFE BY
MR. DAVID HENRY BOAKYE-YEBOAH

The Chairman and Members of  the University Council Vice Chancellor
Pro-Vice Chancellors
Registrar
Provosts
Deans and Directors
Head of  Departments, Heads of  Halls and Senior Tutors
Members of  Convocation
Invited Guests
Parents and Guardians
Fresh students
Ladies and Gentlemen

I consider it a great privilege and honour to be asked to speak on the 
expectations of  fresh students of  the 2018/2019 academic year.

All of  us must have been overjoyed to have gained admission into the 
University of  Ghana. I personally remember the joy on my parents' faces, 
which was a reflection of  mine, when they got the text from the university. 
Then came the rush of  preparation — the hunt for clothes, shoes, and all 
the other things I would need for this new phase of  my life and the anxiety 
that comes along with this, the excitement, and the fear of  the unknown. I 
believe we can all relate to this, not to mention the various sessions of  
advice from family and friends.

Undoubtedly, we have all come here with different expectations. For 
some, it is complete freedom to do whatever they want whenever they 
want, free from close parental and elderly supervision and instruction. For 
others, it is to enjoy themselves to the max - go for various programmes, 
meet celebrities, party and in short, have good fun. Still for some others, it 
is the prospect of  going for lectures and receiving education that enthralls 
them. Many, if  not all of  us, do agree that we expect to meet new people, 
form new relationships, and build connections that may last for entire 
lifetimes. There are countless other expectations some of  us carried and 
still carry that I cannot possibly mention within this speech, for lack of  
time.
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Having spent about four weeks here in the university, I can authoritatively 
state for us all that some of  our expectations have shockingly failed to 
materialize. The freedom most of  us anticipated now comes with tough 
choices and hard decisions - from the choice of  groups to lecture times to 
what food to cook or buy in the evening from the “Night Market”. We are 
gradually beginning to realise that the fun we anticipated is a tough choice. 
With various assignments to do and a lot of  text material to cover, there is 
little time to spare for fun. For those who were enthralled by the prospect 
of  going for lectures, I believe we can all agree that these mostly come 
along with headaches, hunger, and a touch of  tiredness to complete the 
menu.

Perhaps, the greatest challenge we have faced has been the online 
registration. Although it may be helpful compared to the manual, it has 
been a difficult exercise. Getting accommodation has been a massive 
battle, with a small percentage of  us winning. Also, with the network 
jammed due to the thousands of  fresh students applying for residence on 
campus, many of  us did not stand a chance. With little knowledge about 
the system, academic registration was a struggle, with many of  us moving 
from one Department to the other seeking information and being 
confronted with unforeseen costs to take care of. Obtaining timely 
information, particularly related to our courses, has also been a problem, 
with the result being that there is a general atmosphere of  misinformation 
about courses with corresponding confusion. Sakai, although a wonderful 
online portal, was a challenge for some among us. As I speak, some are still 
having problems registering for course groups or accessing course 
information and resources on Sakai. It is my sincere hope that the above 
issues would be addressed to make life easier for fresh students come next 
year.

Notwithstanding the above challenges and probably some more to be 
experienced, we expect to be equipped with cutting edge knowledge 
through theoretical and practical training. This obviously demands that we 
use both simple and sophisticated tools, devices, chemicals, equipment 
including computers and computer-related programs.

In addition, through systematic procedures and processes we expect to 
gain in-depth knowledge, skills, and dynamic experiences to handle real 
life situations after our graduation, as well as be able to compete 



favourably on the job market anywhere, and eventually become 
cosmopolitan entrepreneurs who will establish businesses and 
consultancy firms to create more jobs locally and internationally.

We are here to study to enable us maximise our potentials to benefit us and 
society at large. In this regard, we are fully prepared to absorb and apply 
our knowledge pragmatically to solve complex problems. To meaningfully 
accomplish our ambitions as proud students of  this university, we will 
leave no stones unturned to obtain remarkable grades and hopefully 
conduct ground-breaking research that will explore innovative ways to 
solve the problems our world is bedevilled with today.

To my fellow fresh students here, you will agree with me that gaining 
admission for our respective programmes was not smooth-sailing. 
However with consistency of  commitment, underpinned by our 
assiduousness and prayers, here we are today being matriculated into the 
nation's premier university to the admiration of  family, friends, and other 
stakeholders. Congratulations and welcome to us all!

To this end, be merry! Enjoy yourself  and your newfound freedom! Have 
fun, meet new people and make friends! Experience university life in 
accordance with your own specifications. Nonetheless, let us be careful 
with the way we conduct ourselves as students, because we cannot flout 
the regulations and expect to go unpunished. Let us remember our 
backgrounds, reflect soberly and make prudent decisions before we act or 
react to any situation, because 'Had I known' remains the philosophy of  
the foolish. Without argument, academic life is full of  copious challenges 
and a chain of  frustrations, but we can and God-willing, we will reach our 
academic destinations with remarkably colourful grades that wili prove to 
the world that we are products of  Ghana's Premier University.

Once again, let me say congratulations and akwaaba to all freshmen and 
women. Today starts a wonderful life-altering journey. Let us all celebrate 
this journey, proceeding in truth and integrity.

Thank you very much, and may God bless us all!
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